Introduction
This is the 13th report in a series detailing subbasin characteristics of streams in Minnesota and adjacent states. The South Fork Crow River Basin drains an area of 1,281 square miles and is represented by hydrologic accounting unit 07010205 (U.S. Geological Survey, 1974) . The South Fork Crow River Basin includes parts of Carver, Hennepin, Kandiyohi, Me Leod, Meeker, Renville, Sibley and Wright Counties in south-central Minnesota.
Selected data for sites on streams at outlets of subbasins larger than about 5 square miles; at locations of U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) low-flow, high-flow, and continuous-record gaging stations located in the South Fork Crow River Basin are presented in this report. This report was prepared in cooperation with the Minnesota Department of Transportation.
Methods
USGS 7-112 minute series topographic maps were used as source maps to obtain the areas for the subbasin boundaries, the main-channel length, and the contour elevation points used in this report. Paper copies of the maps were used. Lake and marsh data were obtained from U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service National Wetlands 1 Inventory Data (U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, 1981-present) . A geographic information system (GIS) was used to define the geographic location and extent of the subbasins, lakes, marshes, main-channels, and elevation points. Data digitized from paper copies were in error by no more than twice the horizontal accuracy of National Mapping Standards of 40 feet (Thompson, 1987, p. 104) . All thematic (digitized) data were projected into an Albers Equal-Area projection for storage and analysis.
Subbasin boundaries were delineated on the basis of anthropogenic activities and topographic contours. Anthropogenic activities, such as the installation of storm sewers, the drainage of wetlands, and the diversion of streams, may alter the drainage area of a stream. Data from field inspections and recent drainageditch maps, therefore, were transferred to the topographic maps. The subbasin boundaries were digitized by the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR), and the USGS Minnesota using a GIS.
Lake and marsh boundaries were overlaid on the subbasin boundaries to associate each lake and marsh with a subbasin. The total area of lakes and marshes within each subbasin was calculated by the GIS. Total marsh area plus total lake area is defined as storage area.
Main channels were delineated for each subbasin on the 7-112 minute topographic maps starting at the outflow of the subbasin and continuing upstream. Whenever the main channel joined with another stream, the stream upstream of the junction that drained the largest area was selected as the main channel. The main channel, which represents the watercourse that drains the greatest area, is continuous and is defined as a single trace that passes through marshes, lakes, and midline of rivers and braided streams from the basin outlet to an endpoint in the basin, generally at the basin divide. The main channels were digitized by the Minnesota Department of Transportation, using a computer aided drafting system and transferred to the GIS. Stream extensions that represent a portion of the main channel from the end of the mapped stream (blue line on 7-1/2 minute topographic maps) to an endpoint within the basin, generally at the basin divide, were digitized by USGS Minnesota using a GIS. The main-channel data were overlaid onto the subbasin data to associate each main channel with its subbasin.
Elevation points were digitized at the intersection of topographic contour lines and main channels. The elevation data were digitized using a GIS. The elevation data was overlaid onto the main channel data to associate each elevation data point with a main channel. Two points on the main-channel, at 10 percent and at 85 percent of the main channel length from the basin outlet to the drainage divide, were located by the GIS. The elevations of these two points were interpolated from the digitized elevation data. Main-channel slope was calculated by dividing the difference in elevation between these points by the distance along the stream channel between these points.
Physical Characteristics of South Fork Crow River Subbasins
Physical characteristics determined for each of the subbasins shown on plate 1 are presented in table 1. Subbasins are presented in order from headwaters to mouth. The rank of the subbasin stream is shown by indentation; whenever two subbasin streams joined, the stream draining the least cumulative area was assigned a lower rank and indented in the table.
The data for drainage area, and main-channel length are reported using three significant figures or rounded to the nearest one-hundredth of a unit. The data for lake area and storage area are reported using two significant figures or rounded to the nearest one-tenth of a percent. The data for main-channel slope is reported to the nearest one-tenth of a foot per mile.
The following is an explanation of the terms used in Main-channel length. The total length of the main channel from the basin outlet to a point within the basin (generally at the basin divide) representing the watercourse that drains the greatest area.
Main-channel slope. The average slope of the watercourse between the points at 10 and at 85 percent of the distance along the main channel from the basin outlet to the drainage divide.
Stream extension. A representation of the main channel from the end of the mapped stream line (blue line on 7-1/2 minute topographic maps) to an endpoint within the basin, generally at the basin divide. This is done by interpreting topographic relief so that the extension of the main channel represents the watercourse draining the greatest area. 
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